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EYE in numbers May 2026

The exchange programme for entrepreneurs funded by the EU to
stimulate entrepreneurship and cross-border trade in Europe

39.2K
39,201 entrepreneurs have been successfully accepted to the EYE
programme since its start in 2009. New entrepreneurs account for
66%, and Host  entrepreneurs for  34%. Out of the 2,810
applications received in 2026, so far 1,155 have been accepted

TOP 5 COUNTRIES
OF ORIGIN
ACCEPTED 
NEW
ENTREPRENEURS

TOP 5 COUNTRIES
OF ORIGIN
ACCEPTED 

HOST
ENTREPRENEURS

Registered New Entrepreneurs (NEs)

Female
52%

Male
48%

Registered Host Entrepreneurs (HEs)

Male
69%

Female
31%

Others
50.3%

IT 
18.4%

ES
17.3%

PL
5.3%GR

4.7%FR
4.1%

Others
47.6%

IT 
14%

ES
20.3%

DE
6.9%UK

6.5%NL
4.7%

Sectors of activity of new and host entrepreneurs

Oth
er

Adverti
sin

g

Educa
tio

n

Toursi
m IC

T

Arc
hite

ctu
re

Ente
rta

inm
ent

Consu
lta

ncy

Perso
nal s

erv
ice

s

Health
 &

 beauty

Fo
od, b

evera
ge

Cloth
ing

So
cia

l E
co

nom
y

Agric
ultu

re
Cra

fts
0

1,000
2,000
3,000
4,000
5,000
6,000



0 10

Italy 19.1
Spain 15.4

Poland 5.4
Greece 4.8

Ukraine 4.4
Romania 4.3
Germany 3.9

France 3.8
Slovenia 3.3

Lithuania 2.8
Türkiye 2.8

Portugal 2.4
Hungary 2.3

Netherlands 2.2
Slovakia 2.1
Czechia 1.7
Belgium 1.7

Latvia 1.7
Croatia 1.6

Bulgaria 1.5
Serbia 1.4

Cyprus 1.4
Austria 1.1

Sweden 0.9
Finland 0.6
Ireland 0.6
Albania 0.5
Estonia 0.5

Denmark 0.5
North Macedonia 0.4

Bosnia and Herzegovina 0.4
Montenegro 0.3

Kosovo 0.2
Republic of Moldova 0.2

Malta 0.2
Luxembourg 0.1

Iceland 0.1 NEs sent abroad (%), by country
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15K
Since its launch in 2009, 15,048 exchanges have
been established across the EU Member States and
additional participating countries of which   13,619
are completed.

Spain leads as the most
popular destination,
hosting 3,047 exchanges,
followed by Italy with
1,881 exchanges.
Germany comes in third
with 1,458 exchanges,
followed by the UK
(1,040), and the
Netherlands (870).

The top countries
where new
entrepreneurs
predominantly
come from are Italy
with 2,827, Spain
with 2,295, Poland
with 797, Greece
with 718, and
Ukraine with 659.

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Support Office c/o EUROCHAMBRES
www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu
support@erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu

Established relationships by age group (NEs) Established relationships by age group (HEs)
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GR 
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https://www.facebook.com/EYEprogramme/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/erasmus-for-young-entrepreneurs/?originalSubdomain=be
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